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meaning and God a purpose, we must not shrink
from the effort of framing the best guess that we can
as to what is the meaning and what the purpose. To
guess at the purpose we must look at experience so
far as we know it. Now human experience in its
largest aspect is history. We must do our best to form
some idea what the purpose of God through history
has been.

The trained historian is disposed to smile at any
attempt to interpret the meaning of history as a
whole. At least he would think that only a scholar
like Acton who had given his whole life to the study
of history should ever attempt it. But Acton himself
would have said, like Newton before him, that the
more one knows the better one knows how much
there is that one does not know. So deeply absorbed
was Acton's life in the task of collecting knowledge
that he left behind him a volume of essays and the
plan of a history for others to write. What we have
done will abide after us; but what we have known
will perish with us, unless we have told it to others
and written it down; and to teach and write are deeds
in themselves. It is better to enter the kingdom of
action halt and blind, than having both hands and
both eyes to drift into everlasting futility. More
knowledge of history perished with Acton than any
one mind has ever acquired. All life consists in
making decisions on inadequate information. The
man who delays decision and waits to act till he feels
that his knowledge is complete will leave such know-
ledge as he has on the scrap-heap. The busy poli-
tician, whose task is the making of history, cannot
escape from the duty of guessing what his limited
view of history means. The historian can help him by
getting on record his better informed judgment.
That is valuable material for men of action, but
material only. They must in the end judge for them-
selves.